[Cancer of the tongue in women. A propos of 40 cases].
Forty women, average age of 54, have been treated in first intention or after the failure of a previous treatment, for a squamous cell carcinoma of the tongue. Eighteen (45%) had no risk factors and 9 were under forty years of age. The oral tongue was the most frequent localisation in the group of patient without risk factors. Nineteen local failures were observed. Actuarial three-years survival was 36%. We believe that the poor prognosis of female tongue squamous carcinoma requires aggressive treatment with combined surgery and brachytherapy on the primary lesion and prophylactic neck dissection even in patients without palpable cervical nodes.